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Parsing reward into motivational and hedonic reward dimensions 

Rewards that motivate our behavior are characterized along two important dimensions: the hedonic 

and the motivational dimension. I will first present imaging results investigating how the brain 

processes these dimensions, focusing on reward-encoding regions such as the striatum and prefontal 

cortex. Second, I will present results from studies focusing on the pharmacology of reward, specifically 

the role of the dopamine system in the motivational dimension of reward. 


